
 
 
 

Yale Indonesia Forum 

 
The Yale Indonesia Forum (YIF) is an interdisciplinary group that aims to serve members of the 
Yale community with a common interest in Indonesia and Indonesian affairs. While YIF actively 
seeks to raise awareness on Indonesia and its related issues on-campus through various 
activities, its main focus is to bring together faculty, students, and outside experts to present 
and discuss scholarship relating to Indonesia in the sub-national, regional, and global context. 
The group encourages presentations of works-in-progress by students and faculty, and 
welcomes outside speakers on Indonesia as well. The disciplinary focus is broad; topics of 
interest include the arts and humanities, social sciences, and current events and policy studies. 
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This talk will examine violence and displacement suffered by the Shia community 
of Madura Island, Indonesia  in December 2011 and August 2012 and their expulsion from the 
island in 2013.   The violence is considered here as the culmination of a sequence of events, rather 
than a stand-alone episode.  The history of the attacks and expulsion of Shia Madurans will be 
traced to preexisting and unresolved conflicts as well as larger societal changes. Utilizing the 
process-tracing method, I will examine the causal mechanism of the conflict between Sunni and 
Shia communities using the process tracing method. A discussion of the historical perspectives of 
the conflict, currently unresolved situations and implications for the future will follow. 

 
Muhammad Afdillah obtained his masters in social sciences from Universitas Airlangga Surabaya in 
2007 and in religious studies from Universitas Gadjah Mada Yogyakarta in 2013. He has taught in the 
Department of Religious Studies at the UIN-State Islamic University of Surabaya since 2009. Currently, he 
is a 2017 Fulbright awardee pursuing his Ph.D. in Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations at the 
Hartford Seminary.  

 
Friday, November 10, 2017 

 

Luce Hall, Room 203, 2:15 P.M. 
 

See / Bookmark  http://www.yale.edu/seas/YIF.htm for schedule updates, additional information, and contacts. 
E-mail seas@yale.edu to be added to list-serve for announcements. 


