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To speak on Papua, it is best if we start with the story of Papua’s
integration into the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI), which remains a
contested issue today. Papua became a part of Indonesia through
PEPERA, which was facilitated by the United Nations according to the
New York agreement on August 15, 1961 between the Dutch colonial
government and the Indonesian government. Since the incorporation of
Papua into the NKRI, there have been many real developments but also
various problems that continue to occur in Papua to this day. To reduce
these problems, the Central Government has provided various policies
such as the Special Autonomy Law No. 2| of 2001, and later updated it
in the Special Autonomy Law volume 2 of Special Autonomy, No. 2 of
2021, and additionally various other rules in the process of running the
wheels of government. As a result of the evaluation of special autonomy,
the special autonomy policy and the large amount of funds provided also
did not cause a significant change, with problems continuing to occur
everywhere and both conflicts and instability of justice and security in
Papua. It is with these considerations that the central government has
made a new policy, namely the New Autonomous Regional Policy, which
has added three New Provinces to Papua. Although it has not been
implemented yet, this is the final policy of the central government which
will be carried out in the near future by the president. There is hope
that the latest Special Autonomy Law will create new hope for Papuans.
Affirmation and protection for indigenous Papuans is key so that the
implementation of the latest Papua Special Autonomy Law can improve

the standard of living and rights of the Papuan people, equitable

development, and form good local governance, although in Papua the

idea of the New Autonomous Regional Policy is still controversial in|

many circles.




Another aspect is the implementation of elections that are upcoming,
with the electoral system in Papua. This is because unlike other regions
in Indonesia, Papua election utilize the “Noken” system, which tends for
voters to be represented by tribal/customary heads and voters do not
attend the polling place, their voting rights already being represented.
These are things that need to be studied and discussed comprehensively
to create peace in the Land of Papua.
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The YALE INDONESIA FORUM (YIF) is an interdisciplinary group that serves members of the Yale community with
a common interest in Indonesia and Indonesian affairs.

While YIF actively seeks to raise awareness on Indonesia and its related issues on-campus through various activities, its
main focus is to bring together faculty, students, and outside experts to present and discuss scholarship relating to
Indonesia in the sub-national, regional, and global context. The group encourages presentations of works-in-progress
by students and faculty, and welcomes outside speakers on Indonesia as well. The disciplinary focus is broad; topics of
interest include the arts and humanities, social sciences, environmental studies, and current events and policy studies.




