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Old Habits Die Hard: An Historian of Vietnham
Watches the Ken Burns/Lynn Novick Documentary:
The Vietnam War

Peter Zinoman
Department of History University of California, Berkeley
Co-Editor, Journal of Vietnamese Studies

Born in Bangkok and trained at Cornell, Peter Zinoman is currently Professor of History and
Southeast Asian Studies at University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of The Colonial
Bastille: A History of Imprisonment in Vietnam, 1862-1940 (University of California Press,
2001) and Vietnamese Colonial Republican: The Political Vision of Vu Trong Phung (University
of California Press, 2014). He is also the co-translator and editor of Dumb Luck: A Novel by Vu
Trong Phung (University of Michigan, 2002). He has published numerous articles on modern
Vietnamese history and literature as well as translations into English of short Vietnamese fiction.
In 2006, Zinoman founded the Journal of Vietnamese Studies, the only peer-reviewed academic
journal in English devoted to Vietnamese history, society, culture and politics. He currently
serves as the journal’s editor-in-chief. Zinoman is the winner of the Harry Benda Prize in
Southeast Asian Studies from the Association of Asian Studies (2003), the John King Fairbanks
Prize in East Asian History from the American Historical Association (2004), and the
Vietnamese Studies Prize from the Phan Chau Trinh Cultural Foundation (2016). He is currently
working on a book about Vietnamese anti-Stalinism in Hanoi during the 1950s.
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