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Democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi became the de facto head of the Myanmar government in April after 
a landslide election victory over a party backed by the military that had run the country for 50 years.  
Today Myanmar is a much freer country than it was when she was released in 2010 from years of house 
arrest.  But her new government faces daunting challenges and its success is by no means assured.  One of 
her challenges is working with the military that still has an outsized political role.  Another is hammering 
out a peace deal with two-dozen armed ethnic groups that have fought the central government since the 
1950s.  A third is achieving harmony between the country’s majority Buddhists and minority Muslims 
after an outbreak of violence several years ago.   
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