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I present an interdisciplinary research approach based on social-
ecological systems to examine the complex drivers and scales of 
illicit wildlife trade in Southeast Asia, where high levels of trade 
continue despite increased regulatory efforts. In Vietnam, slow lorises 
(small, nocturnal primates) are subject to local, regional, and 
international demand for diverse uses including as medicine, for 
religion, food, and as pets. I present results from a case study of slow 
loris trade in Vietnam including ecological fieldwork as well as 
ethnographic and semi-structured interviews with people across 

Vietnam. The results confirm the dynamic complexity of trade in Vietnam in terms of actors, prices, uses, 
values, and networks across scales. I also compare interview results on trade patterns and networks with 
results from a genetic reference database used to assign geographic provenance of confiscated animals 
and clarify patterns and hotspots of trade. This study highlights the importance of conducting 
interdisciplinary research within a strong theoretical framework for forward-thinking and sustainable 
trade management. 
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