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Luxury and Rubble is the tale of two cities in 
Ho Chi Minh City. It is the story of two 
planned, mixed-use residential and 
commercial developments that are changing 
the face of Vietnam’s largest city. Since the 
early 1990s, such developments have been 
steadily reorganizing urban landscapes 
across the country. For many Vietnamese, 
they are a symbol of the country’s emergence 
into global modernity and of post-socialist 
economic reforms. However, they are also 
sites of great contestation, sparking land 
disputes and controversies over how to 
compensate evicted residents. In this 
penetrating ethnography, Erik Harms vividly 

portrays the human costs of urban reorganization as he explores the complex and sometimes 
contradictory experiences of individuals grappling with the forces of privatization in a socialist 
country.  
  

 
  
   "With captivating ethnography and trenchant analysis, Erik Harms delves deeply into two 
communities created and destroyed by redevelopment in contemporary Ho Chi Minh City. He 
poignantly shows how master plans defining personhood in terms of property rights empower 
some to live in luxury, while leaving others in the rubble of dispossession.”—Ann Marie 
Leshkowich, author of Essential Trade: Vietnamese Women in a Changing Marketplace 
  
   "Beautifully written. . . . A remarkable achievement in urban studies and a must-read for 
anyone interested in changing spatial form, sociality, rights consciousness, and class dynamics in 
neoliberal times.”—Li Zhang, author of In Search of Paradise: Middle-Class Living in a Chinese 
Metropolis 



  "Once in a while, a book comes along and makes us rethink how cities and capitalism work. 
Luxury and Rubble is one of those, giving us new conceptual insights into urbanism and doing so 
through an intensely lived and beautifully narrated ethnography.”—Ananya Roy, editor of 
Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of Being Global 
 
   "An invaluable contribution to the ethnographic literature on ‘creative destruction,’ Harms’ 
rich comparative study of two planned urban developments in Ho Chi Minh City brings much 
needed attention to the sobering consequences of the reordering of post-imperial and late-
socialist urban space in Vietnam by offering a deeply humanistic portrayal of those very urban 
actors whose social worlds hang in the balance between precarity and prosperity.”—Christina 
Schwenkel, author of The American War in Contemporary Vietnam: Transnational 
Remembrance and Representation 
  
   "In this meticulously researched investigation, Erik Harms brilliantly maps the new 
geographies of dispossession, property rights, political subjectivity and everyday life that are 
emerging in conjunction with urban redevelopment projects in post-liberalization Ho Chi Minh 
City."—Neil Brenner, author of Critique of Urbanization and New State Spaces   
  
See http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520292512  
  
  
  
 


