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The presentation describes conducting underground interviews of 100 veterans of the People’s Army of
Vietnam (NVA) and the National Liberation Front (VC) as part of the research for a PhD dissertation.
Such interviews are highly sensitive because the current government of Vietnam discourages anything but
a collective memory of the events leading to the unification of the independent nation. All media were
controlled by the state, including filming, interviewing, and all form of publishing activities. Vietnam
War veterans must be interviewed face to face, carefully avoiding interference from both national and
local political officers. Operating underground under communist systems and in foreign cultures requires
a distinct skill set. In explaining this, the study will suggest new scholarship on the theory, methodology,
and practice of collecting the voices of conflict. Hopefully, these memory narratives will complement a
rich understanding and fill gaps in the history of the Vietnam struggle of the 20th century; and the
outcomes from the fieldwork can serve as primary source materials for the production of dissertations,
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